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FILED
12/18/2018 10:44 AM

N THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINGIS DOROTHY BROWN

GIRCUIT CLERK

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 2018L011219

HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL,

THROUGH JAMES SCOTT MILHOLLAND,
COO; RONALD DUITSMAN, ELDER
BOARD CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM
SPERLING, ELDER BOARD MEMBER;
AND, JAMES 8. MACDONALD, BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SENIOR

PASTOR OF HARVEST BIBLE

CHAPEL,

FILED SATE: 12/48/2018 1044 AN 23181031218

Plaintiffs,
V8.

RYAN MICHAEL MAHONEY,

MELINDA MAHONEY,

SCOTT WILLIAM BRYANT, SARAH BRYANT,
and JULIE STERN ROYS.

Defendants.

UUUUUV\JVVVUVVVUVVU

No.: 2018 L 011219

Homn. Diane Joan Latsen

MOTION PURSUANT TO
ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT RULE 201(C)

NOW COME PLAINTIFFS, by and through The Law Office of Michacl J. Young, and

respectfully moves this Court pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rule 201(c), for a Protective

Order preventing the abuse of Discovery by the defendants and in support states as follows:

1. 'The Complaint on this matter was filed on October 16, 2018,

9, The Complaint is primarily based upon false and inaccurate information disseminatec

by defendants or published through defendant’s website “The Elephant’s Debt.”

3. Prior to answering the charges that arc in the Complaint, the defendants have

independently elected to attempt having the Complaint dismissed on technical grounds,
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4, The defendants have filed three separate Motions To Dismiss through their choice of
legal representation. While not an unorthodox or unexpeated course of action it does present
particular complications within the conlext of this case, The defendants each have individual
pecuniary interests in publicizing as such discovery as possible even while attempting to
dismiss the overall case on technical grounds.

5 The defendants have declared on their website, “The Blephant’s Debt,” that they will
publish all documents to keep their donors and financial backers apprised of the legal situation,

6. The defendant Roys is in the process of writing a journalistic article about Plaintiffs and
has been reaching out to associated persons in order to gain information relating to Plaintiffs not
otherwise readily availabie,

7. 1t is for improper purposes that defendants make sweeping requests for information at
this stage while attempting to dismiss based upon (echnical grounds. It is hard pressed to sce
how the scope and relevance of documents that need be requested can be concisely ascertained
while three separate legal teams are pursuing varying legal theories for dismissal.

8. While this issue alone is not atypical, the case at bar needs to be looked at in the light
that the defendants have pecuniary interests in obtaining such information, regardless of the
pertinence such information has to defending the claims against them. Be it a5 sourcing for

future articles or for further fodder on their website; which to date, by their own admission has
raised over $10,000.00 by specifically drawing additional public attention to the ongoing case.

9. Further, compounding the need to protect information from anterior motives the
defendants have issued subpoenas seeking information from out of tate non-parties and have

received information pursuant to the subpoenas thal contains eonfidential information. For

example, some of the materials contain the names of minors as well as their addresses, dates of

birth, and telephone numbers, The materials also contain other confidential material including
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attorney work-progduct.

10. This Court has the power and duty to protect the confidential information that i
obiained through discovery, Specifically, [ilinois Supreme Court Rule 201(c)(1), provides,
“[t]he court may at any time on its own initiative, or on motion of any party or witness, make a
protective ordér as justice requires, denying, limiting, conditioning, or regulating discovery to
prevent unreasonable annoyance, eXpense, ebarrassment, disadvantage, or oppression.” TiL
Sup. Ct. R. 201 (c)(1).

11. Trial courts are invested with considerable discretion to supsrvise the course of
discovery as the court deems appropriate. 8 rick v, Altheimer & Gray, 191 111.2d 214, 223,
720 N.E.2d 4, 12 (2000) (Citing Atwood v. Warner Blectric Brake & Clutch Co., 239 [ILApp.3d

g1, 88, 179 ILL.Dec. 18, 605 N.E.2d 1032), Protective orders are part of the arsenal of tools 4

court may use to oversee discovery and prevent harassment. Kunkel, 179 111.2d at 531, 689
NLE.2d at 1052; Hall v, Sprint Spectrum P, 368 T App.3d 820, 823, 858 N.E.2d 933, 938

(2006).

12. Rule 201{c)(1) does not set out any specific requirements for protective orders. There
is only the broad standard “as justice requives.” The commiittee comments to Rule 201 note that
subparagraph (¢)(1) provides for “broad discretion to make protective orders.” Statland y,
Fregman, 112 Ii1.2d 494, 499, 493 N.E.2d 1075, 1077-78 (1986).

13. In Hall, the parties entered into a stipulated protective order under which either party
could label documents as “Confidential” or “Attorneys [sic] Eyes Only.” The protective order
limited access to the documents according to how they were tabeled and provided that the

labeled documents were to be used solely for the lawsuit, Mall v. Sprint Specirum [P, 368

Iil.App.3d 820, 821, 858 N.E.2d 955, 957 (2006).
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14. 1n an action concerning a construction contract, the cireuit court entered a protective
order restricting access, reproduction, and retention of any financial documents and information
so disclosed in that action. Brostron v. Warmann, 190 ML App.3d 87, 89, 546 NE2d3,5

(1989).

15. Although a common law presumption and statutory right exists allowing the public to

inspect and copy public records and documents and this principle is essential to the finctioning

of our democracy, access to them may be denied where the material becomes a vehicle for
improper purposes. Skolmigk, 191 111.2d 214, 730 N.E.2d 4; Nixony. Warner Communjcations,
Inc., 435 U.S. 589, 597, 98 8.Ct. 1300, 55 L.Ed.2d 570 (1978); 705 ILCS 105/16(6) (West
2001); Jagkson v. Jackson, No. 02 1. 577, 2002 WL 32301735, at #3 (Ilt. Cir, Ct. June 19,

2002).

16. In choosing to define the scope of discovery regarding confidential information, The
Court should determine when a discovery request for confidential information causes such
unreasonable annoyance, expense, embarrassment, disadvantage, or oppression that justice
requires dertial of the discovery request. Int’] Truck & Bngine Corp. v. Caterpiller, Ing,, 351

1. App.3d 576, 578-79, 814 N.B.2d 182, 184 (2004).

17. The defendants have explicited stated that they intend to publicize both sensitive and

confidential materials that are produced via discovery. There is also the reasonably implied

assertion that discovery materials will be utilized in forthcoming publications by defendants in
liew of traditional sources. This ulterior use of discovery places Plaintiffs at a drastic

disadvantage when attempting to putsue their lawful action as this use of discovery can be

leveraged to deter further litigation. Plaintiffs understand that discovery is 4 natural and integral

part of this process and do not wish to impede meaningful lawful discovery. Plaintiffs do

however, wish to circumvent potential misappropriation and monetization of the legal process.

4
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Wherefore, this Court should put in place safe guards in the form of a Protective Order, to

prevent abuse of the discovery process.,

Respectfully submitted,

]Vli-éﬁac’f I Young

Michael J. Young

Law Office of Michael J. Young
Atty No.: 32510

9842 Roosevelt Road
Westchester, Hlinois 60154
(708) 410-0090
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FiLED
12/18/2018 10:55 AM
N THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS ~ DOROTHY BROWN

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION gg‘ggggﬁ.”?j N

2018L011218
HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL,
THROUGH JAMES SCOTT MILHOLLAND,
COO; RONALD DUITSMAN, ELDER
BOARD CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM
SPERLING, ELDER BOARD MEMBER;
AND, JAMES 5. MACDONALD, BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SENIOR
PASTOR OF HARVEST BIBLE
CHAPEL,

Plaintifts,

V8. No,: 20181011219

RYAN MICHAEL MAHONEY, Hon. Diatie Joan Larsen
MELINDA MAHONEY,
SCOTT WILLIAM BRYANT, SARAH BRYANT,
and JULIE STERN ROYS.

Hearing Date; 1/7/2019 10:30 AM - 10:30 AM

uuuvuuuuvuuvvvuvvu

Defendants.

MOTION PURSUANT TO
ILLINOIS SUPREME COURY RULF, 201{C)

NOW COME PLAINTIFFS, by and through The Law Office of Michael J. Young, and
respectfully moves this Court pursuant to Iilinois Supreme Court Rule 201(c), for a Protective
Order preventing the abuse of Discovery by the defendants and in support states as follows:

1, The Complaint on this matter was filed on October 16, 2018,

2. The Complaint is primarily based upon false and inaccurate information disseminated
by defendants or published through defendant’s website “The Elephant’s Debt.”

3. Prior to answering the charges that are in the Complaint, the defendants have

independently elected to attempt having the Camplaint dismissed on technical grounds.
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4. The defendants have filed three separate Motions To Dismiss through their choice of
legal representation, While not an unorthodox or unexpected course of action it does present
particular complications within the context of this case. The defendants each have individual
pecuniary interests in publicizing as much discovery as possible even while attempting to
distniss the overall case on technical grounds.

5 The defendants have declared on their website, “The Elephant’s Debt,” that they will
publish all documents to keep their donors and financial backers apprised of the legal situation.

6. The defendant Roys is in the process of writing a journalistic article about Plaintiffs and
has been reaching out to associated persons in order to gain information relating to Plaintiffs not
otherwise readily available,

7. Tt is for improper purposes that defendants make sweeping requests for information at
this stage while attempting to dismiss based upon technical grounds. It is hard pressed fo sce
how the scope and relevance of documents that need be requested can be concisely ascertained
while three separate legal teams are pursuing varying legal theories for dismissal.

3. While this issue alone is not atypical, the case at bar needs to be tooked at in the light
that the defendants bave pecuniary interests in obtaining such information, regardless of the
pertinence such information has to defending the claims against them. Be it as sourcing for
future articles or For further fodder on their website; which to date, by their own admission has
raised over $10,000.00 by specifically drawing additional public attention to the ongoing case,

9, Further, compounding the need to protect information from anterior motives the
defendants have issued subpoenas seeking information from out of state non-partics and have
received information pursuant to the subpoenas that contains gonfidential information, For

example, some of the materials contain the hames of minors as well as their addresses, dates of

birth, and telephone numbers. The materials also contain other confidential material including

2
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attorney work-product.

10, This Court has the power and duty to protect the confidential information that is
obtained through discovery., Specifically, {llinois Supreme Court Rule 201(e)(1), provides,
“[t]he court may at any time on its own initiative, or on motion of any party or witness, make a
protective order as justice requires, denying, limiting, conditioning, or ragulating discovery to
prevent unreasonable annoyance, EXpense, embarrassment, disadvantage, or oppression.™ .
Sap. Ct. R. 201(e)(1).

11. Trial courts are invested with considerable discretion to supervise the course of
discovery as the court deerns appropriate. Skolpick v, Altheimer & Gray, 191 11.2d 214, 223,
730 N.E.2d 4, 12 (2000) (Citing Atwoond v. Warner Electric Brake & Clutch Co., 239 {lLApp.3d
81, 88, 179 ILL.Dec. 18, 605 N.E.2d 1032). Protective orders are part of the arsenal of toolsa

court may use to oversee discovery and prevent harassment. Kupkel, 179 TiL.2d at 531, 689

N.E.2d at 1052; Hall v. Sprint Spectram L P, 368 Il App.3d 820, 823, 858 N.E.2d 955, 938

(2006).

12. Rule 201(c)(1) does not set out any specific requirements for protective orders, There
is only the broad standard “as justice requires.” The committee comments {0 Rule 201 note that
subparagraph (c)(1) provides for “broad discretion to make protective orders.” Statland v.
Freeman, 112 111.2d 494, 499, 493 N.E.2d 1075, 1077-78 (1986).

13. In Hall, the parties entered into a stipulated protective order under which sither party
could label documents as *Confidential” or “Attorneys {sic] Eyes Only.” The protective order

fimited access to the documents according to how they were labeled and provided that the

labeled documents were to be used solely for the lawsuit. Hall v. Sprint Spectrum L.E., 368

Iit.App.3d 820, 821, 858 N.E.2d 955, 957 (2006).
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14. In an action concerning & construction contract, {he cirouit court entered a protective
order restricting access, reproduction, and retention of any finanecial documents and information
so disclosed in that action. Brogfron v, Warmann, 190 HLApp.3d 87, 89, 546 N.E2d3,5

{1989),

15. Although a cornmon law presumption and statutory right exists allowing the public to
inspeet and copy public records and documents and this principle is essential o the functioning
of our democracy, aceess to them may be denied where the material becores a vehicle for
improper purposes. Skolnick, 191 111,2d 214, 730 N.E.2d 4; Nixon v. Warner Communications.
Ine,, 435 U.S. 589, 597, 98 8.Ct. 1306, 55 L.EA.2d 570 (1978); 705 ILLS 105/16(6) (West
2001); Jackson v. Jackson, No. 02 1. 577, 2002 WL 32301735, at *3 (i, Cir. Ct. June 19,
2002),

16. In choosing to define the scope of discovery regarding confidential information, The
Court should determine whén a discovery request for confidential information causes such
unreasonable annoyance, Xpense, embarrassment, disadvantage, or oppression that justice
requires denial of the discovery request. Int’] Truck & Engine Corp. v. Caterpiller, Inc., 351
[IL.App.3d 576, 578-79, 814 N.E.2d 182, 184 (2004).

17. The defendants have explicited stated that they intend to publicize both sensitive and
confidential materials that are produced via discovery. There is also the reasonably implied
agsertion that discovery materials will be utilized in forthcoming publications by defendants in.
lieu of traditional sources. This ulterior use of discovery places Plaintiffs at a drastic
disadvantage when attempting to pursue their lawful action as this use of discovery can be
leveraged to doter fusther litigation. Plaintiffs understand that discovery is a natural and integral
part of this process and do not wish to impede meaningful lawful discovery. Plaintiffs do

however, wish to circumvent potential misapp ropriation and monetization of the legal process.

4
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Wherefore, this Court should put in place safe guards in the form of a Protective Otrder, to

prevent abuse of the discovery process..

Respectfully submitted,

ichael I, Young

Michael J, Young

Law Office of Michael J. Young
Atty No.: 32510

9842 Roosevelt Road
Westchester, Ilinois 60154
(708) 410-0090
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IN THE CIRCUI'T COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINGIS  DOROTHY BROWN

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION

HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL,

THROUGH JAMES SCOTT MILHOLLAND,
COO; RONALD DUITSMAN, ELDER

BOARD CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM

SPERLING, ELDER BOARD MEMBER;
AND, JAMES §. MACDONALD, BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SENIOR

PASTOR OF HARVEST BIBLE
CHAPEL,

Plaintiffs,

V8,

RYAN MICHAEL MAHONEY,
MELINDA MAHONEY,

SCOTT WILLIAM BRYANT, SARAH BRYANT,

and JULIE STERN ROYS.

Defendants.

T T L e T e, S U N T S S S

CIRCUIT CLERK
COOK COUNTY, IL
2018L011218

2018 L 011219

Hon. Diane Joan Larsen

AMENDED NOTICE OF MOTION

FURSUANT TQ ILLY]

To: Charles Philibrick
Rathje Woodward LLC

300 Hast Roasevelt Road, Suite 300

Wheaton, Illinois 60187

Mark H. Horwiich

Tabet DiVito & Rothstein LL.C
209 8, LaSalle Street, 7th Floor

Chicago, lllinois 60604

Uri B, Abt

Tabet DiVito & Rathstein LLC
209 8. LaSalle Street, 7th Floor

Chicago, Hlinois 60604

T RULE 201(C

EEREIE
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Thomas P. Scherschel
Smith Amundsen LLC

3815 E. Main Street, Suite A-a
St. Charles, Hlinois 60174

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on January 7, 2019, at 10:30a.m., or soon thercafter as
Plaintiff may be heard, | shall appear before the Honorable Diane Joan Larsen in Room 24085, of
the Richard 1. Daley Center, Chicago, Hlinois and present the attached Motion Pursuant to
Iinois Supreme Court Rule 201(C).

CERTIFICATE QF SERVICE

I, Michael J. Young, an attomey, certily that on December 19, 2018, | caused service of
the foregoing Amended Notice of Motion Pursuant to [Hlinois Supreme Court Rule 201(C) and
Motion Pursuant to (linois Supreme Court Rule 201(c) and served upon the above individuals at
the addresses listed above by regular U.S. Mail, with postage prepaid,

Michael ], Young

Law Office of Michael I. Young
Atty No.: 32510

9842 Roosevelt Road
Westchester, Illinois 60154
(708) 410-0090







Return Date: No return date scheduled
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FILED
12/28/2018 9:28 AM

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS  DOROTHY BROWN

A TITRATT o CIRCUIT CLERK
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION COGK OoUNTY 1L

S ) 20181011219
HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL,

THROUGH JAMES SCOTT MILHOLLAND,
COO; RONALD DUITSMAN, ELDER
BOARD CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM
SPERLING, BELDER BOARD MEMBER;
AND, JAMES S. MACDONALD, BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SENIOR

PASTOR OF HARVEST BIBLE

CHAPEL,

Plaintiffs,

Vi, No.: 2018 L 011219
RYAN MICHAEL MAHONEY,

MELINDA MAHONEY,

SCOTT WILLIAM BRYANT, SARAH BRYANT,
and JULIE STERN ROYS.

Hon. Diane Joan Larsen

Tt Vgt et Mt Mt Vs s st o Tad e Ma e N e T o

Defendants,

NOTICE OF MOTION STAY DISCOVERY
OR IN THE AL TERNATIVE TO

BAR ABUSE OF PRETRIAL. DISCOVERY MATERIALS

To:  Charles Philibrick
Rathje Woodward LLC
300 East Roosevelt Road, Suite 300
Wheaton, Hlinois 60187

Mark H. Horwitch

Tabet DiVito & Rothstein LLC
209 8, LaSalle Street, 7th Floor
Chicago, Tilinois 60604
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Uri B, Abt

Tahet DiViito & Rothstein LLC
209 5, LaSalle Street, 7th Floor
Chicago, illinois 60604

Thomas P. Scherschel
Srmith Amundsen LLC

3815 E. Main Strect, Suiic A-1
St. Charles, Iilinois 60174

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on January 7, 2019, at 10:30a.m., or soon thercafter as
Plaintiff may be heard, I shall appear before the Honorable Diane Joan Larsen in Room 2405, of
the Richard I. Daley Center, Chicago, lilinois and present the attached Motion o Stay
Discovery or in the Alternative to Bar Abuse of Pretrial Discovery Materials.,

ERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Michael J. Young, an attorney, certify that on December 28, 2018, | caused service of
the foregoing Amended Notice of Motion Pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rule 201{C) snd
Motion Pursuant to Itlinois Supreme Court Rule 201 (c) and served upon the above individuals at
the addresses listed above by regular U.S. Mail, with postage prepaid.

Michael J. Young

Law Office of Michacl 1. Young
Atty No.: 32510

9842 Roosevelt Road
Westchester, Hiinois 60154
(708) 410-0090
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FILED

12/28/2018 9:20 AM
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS  DOROTHY BROWN
TPARTMENT. | DY ' CIRCUIT CLERK
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION COOK COUNTY . IL
2018L011218

HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL,

THROUGH JAMES S3COTT MILHOLLAND,
COO; RONALD DUITSMAN, ELDER
BOARD CHAIRMAN; WILLIAM
SPERLING, ELDER BOARD MEMBER;
AND, JAMES 5. MACDONALD, BOTH
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS SENIOR

PASTOR OF HARVEST BIBLE

CHAPEL,

Plaintiffs,

V8. Nao.: 20181011219

RYAN MICHAEL MAHONEY, Hon, Diane Joan Larsen
MELINDA MAHONEY,
SCOTT WILLIAM BRYANT, SARAH BRYANT,
and JULIE STERN ROYS,

Mt N Nt Mt Nt Mgt N it T M i s S S Mo M e et

Deafendants.

MOTION TO STAY DISCOVERY
OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE TO
BAR ABUSE OF PRETRIAL DISCOVERY MATERIALS

NOW COME PLAINTIFES, by and through their attorney The Law Office of
Mighael . Young, and respectfully moves this Court to stay Discovery unfil the

resolution of the Motions to Dismiss, in support of such request the plaintiffs state as

follows:
1. The Complaint mll this matter was filed on October 16, 2018,
2. The defendants filed three separate Motions fo Dismiss.
3. The Defendants® Motions to Dismiss seek to dismiss the plaintiffs’ entire Complaint as

well as distinct portions therein.
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4. On December 5, 2018, this Court set a briefing schedule whereby the plaintiffs must

respond to the Defendants’ three separate Motions to Dismiss by February 4, 2019,

5. Not withstﬁnding the three pending Motions to Dismiss, the defendants bave issued

several Subpoenas to third-parties seeking a wide amray of documents, including private

e-ails and text messages.

6, On December 6, 2018, the third-parties that received these Subpoenas provided

responses that contained both confidential information as well as information that is

protected by the Attorney-Client Privilege.

7, Coungel for the plaintiffs advised defense counsels that the documents tendered pursnant

to the Subpoenas contained both confidential information as well as information
protected by the Attorney-Client Privilege. Specifically, plaintiffs’ counsel

Michael Young wrote to all defense counsels on December 6, 2015:

[ am formally requesting that these responses are not provided to
any other entity other than the attorneys that have their
appearance on file . .."

Exhibit 1.

8. Additionally, on December 8, 2018, Attorney Young wiote to opposing counsels
requesting that the materials be held by counsels until Judge I.arsen had an opportunity

o hear Plaintiffa motion:

Initially I did not believe a Protective Order was necessary nor
desired because Discovery was not opened by the Court and the

defendants’ have all filed motions to dismiss, alleging that the
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entire case should be dismissed. However, because the Elephant’s
Debt website continues to publish information of the court
proceedings (that is not complete nor accurate) and documents, I
am concerned that the confidential and privileged communications
will be published by the defendants. The defendants’ litigation
strategy is that of {rying to case in the court of public opinion

rather than in the actual venue,

Therefore, I will be filing a Emergency Motion for a Protective
Order. This motion will be filed Monday, December 10, 2018 and
will be noticed for December 12, 2018. Based upon your own
acknowledgement that the materials contains both confidential and
privilege communications and this notice of our intention to file for
a Protective Order, [ am reguesting that the documents remai i
with the attorn record and not published to the ED websito
or otherwise until Judge Larsen has the opportunity to hear the
matter. Finally, the endants are niot prejudiced by waitinm s few
days for Judge Larsen's uling. (Emphasis added).

Exhibit 2.

' attorpeys of record and n

On December 12, 2018, Attorney Young again wrote to opposing counsels:

[Pllease consider this this formal netice pursuant to Illinois
Supreme Court Rule 201(p) of the Plaintiffs claim that the
docurnents tendered so far by third-parties are protected because
they are privileged, work product and or confidential. Until my
motion which deals directly with this issue is before the Court, I
would direct all counsels to THinois Supreme Court Rule 201(p) . . .
Exhibit 3.
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10.

11.

12,

13.

Plaintiffs’ counsel initially noticed their Motion for a Protective Order for

Decernber 13, 2018. However, Plaintiffs counse] decided not to move forward with the
motion as the defendants attorneys stated that they did not receive any notice, Plaintiffs
changed the date in order to ensure that alf defense counsels had adequate notice.
Plaintiff re-noticed the Motion for December 18, 2018,

On December 13, 2018, plaintiffs’ counsel, for the fourth time, requested that defense
counsel hold the materials until Judge Larsen had the opportunity to rule on the issuance
of a Protective Order as it pextained to these documents.

Cotngsls:

I will schedule my motion so it does not interfere with anyone’s
Christmas holiday. However, by doing so, I need an agreement on
the documents that have been produced so far, | tend to agree with
Attorney’s Philbrick reading of Il Sup, Ct. Rule 201{p),
nevertheless, the documents that are produced are stitl subject to
both confidentiality and other specific protections. What is the
harm to your clients’ if the docurnents are held by counsel until the

Judge can rule on the issue? [ understand that the defendants want
to publish these on the ED website asap. The cases ! have cited in
my motion support my position that they should be held until the
Court decides the matter.

Exhibit 4.

The plaintiffs scheduled its motion for a protective order before this Court for
December 18, 2018, as an Emergency Motion out of concern that defense counsels would

release the information to their clients and they would publish the information on the

internet.
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14.

15,

16.

17

i8.

19,

On Decernber 18, 2018, approximately 30 minutes before this Court was scheduled to
hear Plaintiffs* Motion for a Protective Ordet, Defendant Roys published the contested
materials on the internet. Exhibit 5.

Defendants, Mahoney and Bryant, also published the contested materials on their
website, the Elephant’s Debt. Exhibit 6.

Defendant, Roys, Mahoneys, and Bryants usurped Judge Larsen’s authority by
publishing the materials before this Court had the opportunity to hear the matter.

The defendants continue to seek as much confidential and privilege information as they
can with the sole intention of publishing all Discovery to force the plaintiffs into
dismissing the lawsuif, Exhibit 7.

Using Discovery for the purpose of trying to smbarrass a party is not proper. See
Roberson v. Liu, 198 1L App 3d 332, 338, 555 N.E.2d 999 (asserting that “conduct
caleulated to embarrass, hinder or obstruct a court in its administration of justice or fo
derogate from its authority or dignity” is the applicable standard a court should utilize
when assessing Contempt).

Additionally, publishing materials received in Discovery when there is a Motion fora
Protective Order pending is unethical, unprofessional, disrespectful to this Cout, to
plaintiffs’ counsel, and to the interests of justice. See May Centers, Ine. v. S.G. Adams
Printing and Stationery Co., 153 IlLApp.3d 1018, 1022-3, 506 N.E.2d 691 (1987)
(stating that “Discovery should educate the parties as to their value of their claims and
defenses and expedite ascertainment of the truth . . . A litigant has no constitutional right
to disgeminate information made available only for the purposes of trying his suit . . .
Pretrial discovery has a significant potential for abuse. This abuse is not limited to

matters of delay and expense; discovery may also implicate privacy interests of litigants
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20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

235,

26,

and third parties. Such interest are implicitly pratectable by protective orders™) (internal
citation omitted)(emphasis added).

The defendants’ wrongful use of Discovery, their wrongtul publication of confidential
and privileged information and their intentional efforts to undermine this Court’s
authority, is a basis to stay Discovery until such time as a Protective Order is in place
and rulings on the Defendants’ Motions to Dismiss have been decided.

This Court may stay Discovery “as part of its inherent authority to control the
disposition of cases before it.”” Phillips Electronics, N.V. v. New Hampshire Insurance
Co., 295 llL.App.3d at 901-2, 692 N.E.2d 1268 (1998).

A request for a stay of Discovery only attempts to “preserve the status quo existing on
the date.” Kaden 1. Pucinski 263 I1L.App.3d 611, 615, 635 N.E.2d 468 (1994).

As the party secking the stay plaintiffs need only justify the stay in outweighing
“notential harm™ to the opposing pattics. Kaden 263 Il App.3d at 616, 635 N.E.2d 468.
Defendants suffer no potential harm from temporarily detaying Discovery. There is no
way 1o be sure what will survive any of the Motions to Dismiss.

The present case differs from the normal circumstance in that materials being tendered in
Discovery is being published on the internet by defendants. See Exhibit 5, 6, and 7.
Defendants state, on their website, that it is their understanding that Discovery is public
record and therefore allowed ta be published. Exhibit 7. This is however, patently
unirue as “courts clearly distinguish between pleadings . . . and mere discovery which has
not been filed with the court. . . In fact, discovery by its very nature is distinet from
documents which are filed with the court. , . Therefore, discovery is not open to the
public at common law and is generally conducted in private as a matter of modern

practice.” Jackson v. Jackson, 2002 WL 323301735 (citing Seattle Times v. Rhinehard,

6
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27,

28.

29,

476 13.8. 20 and Monier v. Chamberlin, 35 1LL.2d 351, 221 N.E.2d 410}

‘This creates real opportunity for harm to plaintiffs in that defendants are reaching far
beyond the reasonable scope of Discovery as plaintiffs currently see it, and even forther
beyond reasonable scope in the event that some claims do not survive the multitude of
motions.

In normal circumstance this is an acceptable risk to litigation, However, in the present
action with the instantancous dissemination plaintiffs should not have to sacrifice ail
agpects of their public privacy in regards to matters unrelated to the case at hand in order
to pursue their actionable legal rights. See May Centers, Inc. v. S.C. Adams Printing and
Stationary Co., 153 HL.App.3d 1018, 506 N.E.2d 691 (stating as reasoning against abuse
of Discovery that plaintiffs would “rather than expose themselves to unwanted abusive
use of discovered matters, individuals may well forgo the pursuit of their just claim: “The
judicial system will thus have made the utilization of its remedies so onerous that the
people will be reluctant or unwilling to use it, resulting in frustration of a right as valuable
ag that of speech itself”)(internal citations omiited).

The continued untethered Discovery as it is being perpetrated by defendants, when not
limited by a reasonable scope of the actions, stands to create cognizable harm lo
plaintiffs. Forcing them to disavow any desire or hope of privacy, whether related 1o this
case or not. Staying Discovery for a short time to allow for a clearer image of the case as
it stands does not present any harm actual or foreseeable to defendants in this matter, See
May Centers, Jnc., 153 lLApp.3d at 1023, 506 N.E.2d 691 (the defendants need to show

need or good reason to justify being able to publish Discovery).
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30.  These abuses of Discovery to circumvent the natural order of the law are precisely why
. the relevant rules and case precedent have been created, As we wish to continue pursuing
this matter with respect to opposing counsel we hope this court provides a remedy that
allows for his matter to be handled amicably s the defendants have shown they intend to
circumvent the authority of this court as much as possible. Therefore, Plaintiffs
respectfully request that this Court grant an Order to Stay Discovery until such a time as
the Motions to Dismiss have been decided and/or a Protective Order has been entered in

the alternative to bar the abuse of pretrial Discovery materials.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael J. Young

FLaw Office of Michael J. Young
Atty No.: 32510

9842 Roosevelt Road
Wesichester, HHinois 60154
(708) 410-0090
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i From: Mike Young <esgmichaelyoung@yahoo.com>

i Sent: Thursday, December 6, 2018 5:27 PM
'Yo! Charles L. Philbrick <CPhilbrick@rathjewoodward.com>
. Ce: mike@winwithyaung.com: tscherschel@salawus.com; Mark Horwiteh

- «MHorwitch@TDRLAWFIRM, com >

; Subject: Re: Harvest Bible Chapel et al. v. Maloney, et al.

J Attorney Philbrick and other recipients of this e-mail.

[ had a very brief look at the responses and will review them more in-depth in the coming
- days. '

However, what | am able to tefl in the short time that | did review them is that they contain
| some very canfidential information, including but not limited to, telephone numbers,

’ addresses, and other matarial,

Further, the tendered documents also contain information that is protected by attorney-client
. privilege.

| Without having the opportunity to review them in full today, | will be claiming that the entire
| response is subject to attorney-client privitege untit such time 1 am able to fully review the

| rEsponse.
i

f | am formally requesting that these responses are not provided to any other entity other than
' the aftorneys that have their appearance on file. 1 will review these responses and will more

narrowly tailor what | am claiming is privilege.
; This request is also intended to protect individuals that are victims in this matter.
R Please confirm that you will honor this request.

Sincerely,

c Michael J. Young
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From: Wichae! Young mike®winwilhyouig aom
Bublect; RE: Harvest Bible Chapel et al. v. Matonay, of al
Date: Decambmr 8, 2018 at 1.07 PM
To: Charles L. Philbrick GPhilbrlck @ rathjewoodward.com
Ce: Mike Young esgmichaalyeung @yahoo tom, tscherschel@salawus.com, Mark Horwitoh MHerwitch@® TORLAWFIRM,.com

Daar Attorney Philbrick:

The documents that were tendered pursuant to the subpoenas was volumous (over 180 pages)
and contained privileged communications as well as confidential information. Additionally,
there is information that falls under the attorney-client privilege and contains the names, dates
of birth, addresses and telephone numbers of individuals that have been identified as being
harmed. My request that the documents tendered be shared with only counsels on this matter
until T have had a chance to full review the material is more than reasonable.

Initialty I did not believe a Protective Order was necessary nor desired because Discovery was
not opened by the Court and the defendants' have all filed motions to dismiss, alleging that the
entire case should be dismissed. However, because the Elephant's Debt website continues to
publish information of the court proceedings {that is not compiete nor accurate) and
documents, T am concerned that the confidential and privileged communicatian will be
published by the defendants. The defendants' litigation strategy is that of trying the case in
the court of public opinion rather than in the actual venue.

Therefore, I will be filing a Emergency Motion for & Protective Order. This motion will be filed
Monday, December 10, 2018 and will be naticed for December 12, 2018, Based upon your own
acknowledgament that the material contains both confildential and privilege communications
and this notice of our intention to file for a Pratective Order, I am requesting that the
docurments remain only with the attorneys of record and not published to the ED website or
otherwise untll Judge Larsen has the opportunity to hear the matter. Finally, the defendants
are not prejudiced by waiting a few days for Judge Larsen's ruling.

Sincarely,

Michael Young
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From: Mike Young =gsamichaslyoung®@yvahoo.con-

Sent: Wednesday, Decermner 12, 2018 10:50 AM

Ta: Charles L. Philorick <CPhitbrick @rathjewoodward.coin

Ce: Mark Horwiteh <MHorwitch @ TDREAWFIRM.com=; Scherschel, Thomas
<T&charschel@salawus.coms=; kweiler@salawus.com; mike@winwithyoung.com;
Cockream, Melissa <MCockream@ salawus.com=

Subject: Re: Harves! Bible Chapet et al. v. Maloney, &t al.

Counaeals:

Based upon the issues that have been raised of notice of my motion, twilt NOT be
presenting my motion tornerrow, December 13, 2018, | will re-file the motion and notice
and twill et the matter on the cowrt's regulay mation call.

Moreovet, please consider this formal potice puisuant to ltincis Supréeme Court Hule
201(p) of the Plaintifs claim that the documents tendered so far by third-pariies are
pratecied because they are privilege, work product and or confidential.  Unttl iy motion
which deals directly with this issue is betare the Gourt, | would direct all counsels to iiinois
Suprame Court Rute 201 (p), which specifically stales:

(p} Asserting Privilege or Work Product Following Discovery Disclosure. T irformation

inadvertently produced in discovery is subject 1o a claim of privilege 0r of work-product

protection, the parly making the claim may notify any party that received the information of
the claim and the basis for it. Alter being notified, each receiving party must prompdly
return, sequestar, or destroy the specified information and any copies; must not use or
disclose the information until the claim is resolved; must take reasonable steps to relrigve

the information If the receiving party disclosed the information to third parties betore baing

notified; and may promptly present the inlormation to the court under seal for a
determination of the claim. The producing party must aiso preserve the intormation until
tha claim is resotved.

- Theretore, please treat the documents that have been tendered (including text messages)

under the established provisions of . Sup. Ct. Rule 201(F).

EXHIBIT

Sincearely, 3

- Michasl J. Young
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From: Mike Yeung esgmichashyoung@yahoo.com
Subject: Ra: Harvast Blble Chapat el ab. v. Maloney, et al.
Date: December 13, 2016 at .20 AM
To: Mark Horwiteh MHarwiteh@ TDRLAWF IRM.com
Cor Charlas L, Phithrick CFRdbrick @rathjewoodward com, Scharsehel, Thomas TScherschel@satawus. com, kwaier@salawus cam,
rike@winwithyoung.com, Cockream, Melissa MCockream@salawus.com

Counseta:

I will schedute my motion so it does not interlere with anyone's Christrnas holiday, However, by deing 20, | nead an agreement on the
documents that have been produced so far. | tand i agree with Adornaey's Philbriek reading of il Bup. Gt. Rule 201(p), nevertheless, the
documents that are producad sre stll subject to both confidantalily and other specific protections. What ia the harm to your clignts’ if the
documents &re held by counsel unlll tha Judge can rule on the issua? | understand that the defendants want to pulilish these on the ED
wabalte agap. The cases | have cilad in my motion, support my position that thay should be held Untl the Court deacides the mattar.

Addittonally, even if your clients are aflowsd 1o viaw thase doctments, | is untiikaly that thay will be allowed by the court to publish them on
their webgite. Further, Discavery has nol “openad” as there are three motions to dismiss pending.

Plaage lef me know If we can have an agresmant 52 1 can sel my motion up for the firal week of January. H thera is no agreemaent, R rmight be
bast if { sel it up an an amargency motion sa thal wa can appear befera the court before Christmas,

Sinceraly,

Michael J, Young

On Dec 13, 2018, at 8:00 AM, Mark Horwitch <MHorwileh g TR AWEIRM.com:= wiote!

Mika | wilk b oud of town duting that last waek in Decamber so please nohce for January, Thank you,

On Dec 12, 2048, at 5:05 PM, Mike Young <esamichashoungi@ynboe coms wrobs:

Atomey Horwilal:

t have not mokoned # up yet. My assocale isforms me that the firsl available dald 15 Oocember 24. 2018, Pecenlar 26, 2018, elg. 1]
have assurances el alt wil comply with nile 201(p), 1 will set this manan up lof the rst week of Janumry. Howaver. wethoul the
agreemarnt, | will hava 1o sat il for the soonest date avalable.

3§ will note that 201 states in part; "Alter belhg netiled, each receiving parly must prometly retum, sequester, of destioy the spegibed
iniormatien and any copies; musl not use o disciose the infermanon unlil the claim s resolvedt.” R toas not aliow an atiomay L make s

o fer owi decisen on whed 15 and what is pot profocied.

Gincerety,

Mighael 4. Young

O Dec 12, 2018, at 3:53 PM. Mark Hoowiteh cMHorwitch @ TORILAWE IRM.Corms wiole,

M. Young,
Have you re-noticed the motion yet?

Mark H. Horwitch

Parther

Tabet DiVito & Rethstein LLC
209 5. LaSalle St., 7th Floor
Chicago, I 60604

Direct Tel: (312) 762-9465
Main Tel: (312) 762-9450

. [ T T R T - R P B
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Harvest Etder Acguses Church Leaders of “Deceitfulness and Manipulation™ and Attempting ta "Run & Cult® | Julie Roys
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Harvest Elder Accuses Church Leaders of
“Deceitfulness and Manipulation” and.
Aftempting to “Run a Cult”

Posted In Church issues, Bvangelicafism by julle Roys

James MacDonald and the senior leaders of the Chicago-area megachurch, Harvest Bible
Chapel {HBC), operate with "deceltfulpess and manipulation,” and are atternpting "to run
a cult and control the masses,”

That’s according to Randy Williams, a current Harvest eldar and former chailrman of the
executive committee (ECh—a group consisting of MacDonatd and four o five eiders,
which make the finandal and legal deglsions for the church.

Willfaris makes these statements in a November 10, 2017, text | obtained through a
subpaena in defanse of the lawsult Harvest brought against me, Willams talls #rian
White, lead pastor of an Independent Harvest Bible Chapel in Indianapotis, IN:

http:fubtoreys.com/harvest-elder-accuses -church-lnadars-deceitfriness -manipulation-sttampting-tun-cult/
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+ Harvest Eldey Accuses Chuech
Laaders Qf “Deceitfulness And
Manipulation” And Attempting To
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Harvast Eldor Accuses Church Leaders of "Deceltfuiness and Manipulation® and Attempting te "Run & Cult” { Juile Roys

Fam fully recusing myself aof any involvement with the EC {gxecutive comimitted)
and jumaes (Macbanald) and XIT (executive jeodership team}. {'ve had 7t with the
deceltfulness and monipuletion.

Witllams alzo expresses dismay about an £lder Update published the previous day.
saying:

This update and afl that it represents Is beyond my comprefension af anything
but on attempt to run o cuit and controf the masses.

The Navamber efder update addressed allegattons that Harvest had inappropriately
taken nearly $2 million from Harvest Blble Felfowship (MBF—the church’s former church
planting network of about 150 Independent churches—and used the menay for fts own
purposes, The altegations came from the Great Commission Collective (GCC), a naw,
indapendent church planting network formed by churches that used to belong to

HBF. The update sald Harvest elders rejected tha allegations by GCC, claiming that “GCC
opintons were fundamentally flawed from the start”

Howeyer, In another text semt three months earlier, Williams, who was acting as a lialson
between the church and GCC pastors, affirmed GCC apinlons. Addressing White and two
other GOU pastors who participated In 8 financial raview of HBF, Willlams writes:

We (EC) see whot you see, We hanestly were not oware of all that has came oot
ahout the mugritade of the finoncial mismenggement. We/i will toke
rasponsilifity for that governance fallure. We have na debate over the focts as
you have cencluded.

The other lwo pastors in that text thread are David Wisen, teaching pastor at Harvest
Bible Chapel Spring Lake, and B Borinstein, former pastor at Harvest Bible Chapel
North Phoeix and now at Hope Bibla Church in Scottsdate. Alsg induded was Earl Seals,
an elder at Harvest who resigned In the midst of the HBF/GCC debacle, It's clear from
Wisen, Boringtein, and White's texts that the pastors saw MacDonald as the major
impediment ta GCC and Harvest reaching an equitabie settlement, Bian White writes:

The problem is fomes. His controd, bis monipatation, his anger, his torching of
athers ta protect his reputotion, the wake af his irresponsibie flnanciol
stewardship and directlon of his organizatian. The continued manipulatian of
peaple and narrotives. The proklem Is james.

Siynitanly, Bill Borinsteln writes:

Na church weuld ever allow their 5r Pastor ond leadership team to act over o

http:}julteroys.com/hatvest-alder-sccusas ~churehs lpaders-tacaltfulness-mantpuiation-sttempling=run-cultf

1224118, 71523 AM
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Rarvost Elder Accuses Church Leadars of *Dacalifulness and Manipuiation” and Attempting to "Run @ Cult" | Julie Roys 12124118, 11123 AM

long period of time with such o Matant fack of transparency or in a culture of
fear. ... We were told by fames In a meeting that HBC pald for the systems
upgrade and they were giving it to us for free (yet we were charge{d) 500K}, we
were never told that 10% of our funds were glven to WITW (Walk In the Word), we
were never told that the bylaws of our organizotion were chonged In 2014 ... we
were hever told ghout a 100 year fease the HB8F was sighatory to or that the HBF
would be poying operating expenses for the troining center In Croton {including
staff), we were never told thot designated funds for Harvest Gives were heing
held and not pald out. doIneedtogoon. ...

 knaw not one pastor who cares that fumes lves in a $4-£5 miflion™ dollar
house, what they core obout is his publicly lying about it and the lengths he
went to hide It (ol while he was president of aur organizotion), Where fs the
imtegrity In thaty . . .

There are too tnany people in our fellowship who know koo much, who have seen
tog much of fames. They have seen how employees have been treated, they have
been in rooms where they hove been berated or seen others berated, they have
heard ahout his blow up at HCA (Harvest Christian Academy), the blowup at the
Sr pastars retreat, the blowup ot our leadership meeting lo downtown Chicago,
they have sat in restourants when he has dressed down servers, they have heard
the storfes from the many ex-employees scattered around the country, fram the
ex-elers wha hove left because they could not in geod conscience stay in that
culture anymore. 1 Tim 3:2 says, "Therefore an overseer must be above
reproach.” You are deaiing with 100+ pasters who know that passage. We are
not perfect, we do not expect jomes to be perfect. What we have seen and
experfenced IS pot above reproach .. ."

At the anct of his text, Borinstein askes, “At what point do we, do you say . .. encugh!
Arer’t we there? Williams responds, "Yes, Bill we are there” '

Yot according to a leaked letter by Wisen, GCC pastors never reached an agraement with
Harvest because Harvest leaders, at MacDonald's insistence, made payiments to GCC
contingent on a “kush clause®—an agreement By GCC rmembers not te publicly attack
Harvest, (For more, see my exposé on Harvest fn WORLD Magazine,}

At the end of Wizen's letter, which was publtished In October, Wisen says e duubts
Harvest will ever pay the chusches what it owes them, but encourages pastors notto
retallate, However, when White saw the sider update in Movernber, which he called
“nroblematic . . . for ks continued dishonesty,” he texted Williams, complaining that the
eiders had not upheld the truth, and warning Williams that he might speak publicly.

Williarms rasponds:

For the record 1 Buve hod o involvement with the November 8 elder update god
have had no interaction with jomes or XLT since September.

httn:ﬁjullamys,cum/harveslualder-atcusas«church~|aaciers~dm:e!tfulness-manlpuialmﬁwalt«mmlng—run-culil Pape 3 of 18
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Harvest Elder Accuses (;hureh Leadera of "Deceitfulness and Manipulation” and Attempting ta "Run a Cult® | dulls Roys 12{24/18, 11123 AM

This contradicts the elder update, which Is sigried "The Elders of Harvest Bible Chapel,”
and claims that “the Elders and Executive Commiltee are alert and fully engnged” The
update also asserts that elders "are not in any respect unhappy or frustrated with the
sibmission of our senior teadership to Board authority.” Yet Williams atso says in his
text:

fam trudy sorry that despite my best efforts to lead biblically it's become
increasingly clear that james Is unwilling to yleld to af feast my view of elder
autharity, He has his swn view and it does not reconcile with mine.

White then asks Williams, "fs there any group of elders on the elder board that are willing
to stand for truth?” Williams responds:

I know of one guy trying hard but feeling isolated ond atiacked. There may be
athers but I think the vast mafority are deer in headfights, The £C seems
neptered without my involvement and the spin campalgn [5 in full force.

Williams then concludes;

! don't see anything short of a public medio exposé getting jomes an his knees.

Sometime hetween Novemnber 2017 and now, Williams was replaced by Steve Huston as
chairman of the executive cormmittee. Yer Whiiams apparently has remained on the
elder board, despite his strong misgivings. Williams appears in the photo of Harvest's
efders at the tep of this page, which was posted to Harvest's website at the end of
February, 2018, (He's the one in the blue sweatar and blue collared shird in the front
row.} Harvest's website also lists Wililams as “former chairman,” which aceordiog to
Harvest's bylaws autarmatically makes him a member of the executive cammittee, |
reached out to Witiams for comment, but he did not respond. (Ken Mariottl, pictured In
the front row in the purple shirt, resigned from Harvest's efder board in Aprif 2018,)

“There are conificting reports aboul the (rue vatue of Macllonald’s house, MacDonald
tofd WORLD that his home appraised at §1.4 nilion, Howeaver, & 2017 Kane Co. tax bill
fisted the fair market value of the home at £2.1 million. Samae wha have seen the luxury
apgointments in the house estimate the value is much higher,

Below is the actual text canversation between Willlams and White
sent in November 2017:

http://|ulteroye.com/harvest-alder-accuses-church-laators -doceitiinoag -manipuiation-attempting -run-cult/ Page 4 of 19
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Below is the complete text thread between Williarns, White, Wisen,
Borinstein, and Seals sent in late July 2017:

hitp/fiukteroyn.com/harvest-glder-accuses-church- wader s ctacaitfulness-manipulation- sttempling-run-cuitf Page S of 19
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Harvest Blder Accusas Ghurch Leaders of *Deceitfulness and Manipulation® and Altempiing to "Run a Cult" | Julle Roys

o
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Harvest Elger Accuses Chureh {eaders ol *Deceittutnesa and Mantpulation® and Attempling to "Run a Cult™ | Julle Roys

Dor't worty, wa wor't sparm youl

Reloted

) | iy ruili: "
Letter that Prompted San of Farmer MBI Meredith Andrews:
Harvest Excommunication:  Presldant Joe Stowell Worship & Pasaion for the
"We are convineed that Speaks of "Toxlg" Church Fuels Her Music
James .. . is not biblically "Unheoly," and "Dangerous”  Augusi 21, 2017
gualified to be an elder” Culiure at Harvest
Decombior 14, 2008 Danembier 22, 2018 in"Seeking Truth
i "Chureh ssiges” In "Chigrch Issues™
3% COMMENTS

LETTER THAT PROMPTED HARVEST
EXCOMMUMICATION, "WE ARE CONVINCED
THAT JAMES , | 15 NOT BIBLICALLY
QUALIFIED TO BE AM ELDER"

S0N OF FORMER MBI PRESIDENT JOE
STOWELL SPEAKS OF "TOXIC *UNHOLY,"
AMD "DANGEROQUS® CULTURE AT HARVEST

39 thoughts on “Harvest Elder Accuses Church
Leaders of “Deceitfulness and Manipulation” and
Attempting to "Run a Cult"™

"r‘f\fa& § Kebecta Davis

December 15, 2018 al 9:14 am Raply

f just fAinlshed reading it This is truly explasive, At what point will the Harvest eiders stop trying to ‘manage”
bloggers and simply Hve with Integrity? For then, the cost will be high-loss of incame, luss of friends, a smear
carmpaign for thelr “disloyatty” 8ut on the other side of the harrors theylk find the commendation of the Lord
and a new group of friends who also want to stand for righteousness and against wickedness. God have
merey,

W Lasding...

hitp:/Auiteroys. comfharvest-ehder- aceuses-churchs leaders-deceitfulness - mantpulation-sttempting-run-cultf

12/24/18, 11:23 AM
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Harvest Blder Accusas Church Leaders of "Deceltfulness and Manipulation” and Attempting 1o "Run a Cult® [ Julle Roys

.§ Justin Haaxs

December 18, 2013 at 9:50 am Reply

*Lat not any ane paclfy his conscience by the delusion that he can do na harm if he takes no part, and forms
ne opinion. Bad men need nuthing more to compass thelr ends, than that good men should ook on and do
nothing”

- John Stuart Mifl

4 Loadlag...

&% Alex M
Brecember 18, 2018 at 10015 am Repiy

Looking forward to mare reparts like this from additfonal discovery [n the lawset, Leg it all come out,

& Laadlag,..

ol erosinuse

December 18, 2018 at 10:16 am Reply

Amaring. Why, why, didn’t the men who knew whal was galng on publish these things to the world, instead
of just to each uther?

“r Loading...

HPC
Decernber 18, 2018 at 1:41 pm Rﬂply

The %1 million guestion, Chiances are they'lh admit they had & small part to play but won't (uestlon the church
hierarchy, power struclures, small campromises, and spiritual aiuse that got them to this place,

“ Loading...

httg tfiulieroys.comfharvast-eldoracuses -churchsleaders-doseitfulne ss- manipulalion-attampting -run-cultf

122418, 11:23 AM
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Harvest Elder Accuzes Church Leeders of “Peceltfuinesa and Manipulation® and Attompting to *Run 2 Cult® | Juite Roys

g John

December 18, 2018 af 6:55 pm Reply

Yep. You can see that {rorn BIH Boressteln. If James 15 5o terrible why didmt Bl and thelr mutuat friend
Jack bring It & light sooner?

+* Loading...

¥ % Headless Unlcorn Guy
December 20, 2018 at 10:45 am

Reply
Hard to question semathing when YOWre personally benefiting from the System.
+* toading...
M Joemisek
December 18, 2018 at 1:52 pm Reply

Fear of being abused and humilfated fke everyone slse belore who dared to challenge oF expose James? I'd
like Lo know wivy this Rancy Willlars as rernained on the board fang after he knew of how deeply this
problem {n the senior pastor runs,

Je Loading...

y

7

Decerpber 18, 2018 ar 516 pim

v Tomas

Reply
Because there is an unwritten nde in Churchianity not to air dirty laundry, The Congress or the Courts need
to pass a law or rnake a ruling that alt non-proflt (301c3) erganizations cannot issue non-disclosure
agregments and pon-competitton agresements within whatever's milles of a similar chureh, Imagine Apostle
Paul stating that no ane ean have a congregation within 50 miles of Antloch or Cosinth, Shame on this
concept for non-profits,

e Loading...

http/fiullaroys.comfbhatvest-eldor-acouses-church-laadarg-deceltiviness-mantpulation-atiempting-run-cuit/

V224118, 1123 AM
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Haevest Elder Agouaes Church Leeders of "Decelt{uiness and Manipulation” and Allempting to "Run a Cult* | Julle Roys ' 1224748, 1123 AM

i Jessica
(ecember 19, 2018 at 415 pm Reply
Because, as they say in the choreh, they were "protecting james” and the churches/HBE. | disagree that any of

them [GCC men included} were or are “protecting” the church, But | agree that protecting James AND
themselves was a big m-o

ok Laacing...

1
i
| FREEATLAST

Cacember 18, 2018 at 10:32 arn Reply

Dear Almighiy, Soverelghn, Righteous, Eternal God,
EL RO,

YAHWEH,

ELOFIM..ccoimiiirninininnn

We ask that you would plesse 8EESS and protect julle Roys and ALL those willing to confront EVILLLLLLLLLLL,
Piease intervene and stop the wicked anes.....

as You did with

Goliath

jezebael

Hamat ...

Lard, we thank you for what You are gotng to do.

GORHI=MAJORI TN

Jeremiah 1521
I WILL DELIVER YOU out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the nuthless,

- Loading...

4
t
1 Touvd MeCauley

Pecember 18, 2018 at 10:33 am Repiy

It's only a matter of time before we hear of James slepplng down,.Another cne bites the dust, "Oh Lord,
whan will we learn?

e Loading...

http:f/fulleroy s comfharvest-elder-accuses-chuteii-leaders-decelliuiness -manipulation-attempting-tun-culty Page 10 of 19
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Harvest Elder Agguaes Church Leaders of *Deceitfuiness and Mahipulalion® and Attempting to "Run & Cuit” | Juile Roys

% theartist
Dacember 18, 2018 a0 11:18 am Rep!y

1t 15 ONEY when we YIELD 1o the Holy Spirit’s authorlty that Christ's lkeness within us becomes obvlous.” (Dr,
Charles Stantey).
cHaps e,

A Laading...

1 Charles
December 18, 2018 at 11:34 am Reply

Looks ke ene of the four ridders of the HBC imquilsition vides ~ Randy Wilkams woke up to the reality where
he was antt was he truly serving, He has done mush damage to others for the sake of MacDonald and it s
time now for him te publicly apologize for his years long feolishness.

e Loacling...

&% Diape Taytor

December 18, 2018 at 11:40 4 Reply

J s to attend Marvest Elgin until Pastor McRonald deliverad his SK sermon an Easter Sunday instead of
the message of Christ's resurrection, This wis several years back and my hushand and | were shocked Pastor
Mebonsid usad the tncreased attendance for Easter to promote Hrhing, | later learned that in order to
become a member, you have ta glve 10 percent to HBC, Since my husband and | live on a modeast incorme,
this precduded us from Jolning and after that my husband would no longer attend, We both are lifelong
Christians bt | do have guestions about how 5o many pastors use a few select passages and twish them (o
promote o financial agenda. { grew Up attending a stial cauntry chureh with a parsonage and the pastor
receiverd a madest salary sirmllar te these in the congregation, Nowadays, 5o many Fvangedicat leaders are
mitlenalres living a lavish lifestyle and building huoge luxtirfous churches thatt give In time in being a fostar
pacent to those who truly are in need-abused children.

- Laading...

H

4 Johin

December 18, 2018 at 1MGE2 prm Reply

Harvest doesn't know how much meney you make or if you're giving 10% of your incorme, It is nota
requirement to hacome a member. | am 2 member at Harvest ahd | was never made to sign anything that
Lays you have to give 10% of your incore,

hitp:Mfjutierays.com/hurvest-aldar-secuses schurch-laad prs-decelt fulness-manipulation-attempting-iumn-cult/

12724118, 11:23 AM
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Harvest Blder Accuses Church Leaders of "Deceltfulness and Maripulathn” and Attermpting toe "Run o Cuit® | Julie Roys TE/24/18, 1123 AM

¥ Loading...

! Mike
Pecember 19, 2018 at 2210 pm Reply

fohn,

s concerning you addresy the ervant (7) reply about tthing at Harvest, but tetally fgnore the elephant in
the regivfarmes MoDonald's conducet, the aldecs whe do not hold him to acceunt, and the substance of
this article,

Y Loading..

Chaprver

Becember 20, 2018 at £:54 am Reply

15 piot ragitired by HBC ta Tithe in order to bae a rmember. But the pressure s definitely put on by tha Senior
Pastor and staff to have all members do this, Even though { have to belleve that they know as well as | do
that Tithing Is net a ragquirament for the NT Church, Any study of Tithing in the OT will tell you thae, Bu as
they like to say, toward the years end, ¥ L wouldnt want to hiave the Lords Money In my bouse, get those
tithes In," Becsuse you haven't begun to give an Offering untl your tithes are pald up, if this was cormmanded
For is there watld be 11 Commandmerts not 10, | see this a5 4 way o insure 3 steady cash flow, not gling
from a Cheerfut Heart, not under compulslon.

¥ Loading...

i 'ﬂ Julie Anne

Decernber 18, 2018 at 1219 pm Reply

} applaud your steadfastness, Julin, |, too, continled to blog whiln in the midst of a defamation fawsut by rmy
pastor, Chuck O'Neal, fo Beaverton, Gregan, We won the lawsdit, You will win, tao, The process can be
unnerving, 5o be sure to take care of yourself. Thank you for exposing the truth,

* Loading...

bttp:/fiulterays. com/harvest-elder-accuscs-church-loaders- deceltiviness -manlpulation-otiemp ting- run-cultf fage 12 of 19
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Hervest Elder Accuges Chureh Leaders of “Deceiifuiness and Manipuiation® and Attemptiag to YRun a Cuit" | Julie Roys TRIT418, 11133 AM

#F A4 Mike
December 19, 2018 al 2:15 pim

Reply
5o much for Christians aobeying the clear commands of Scripture to not sue opg another {1 Corinthians o:1-
).
- Loading...
§ W Charles Respeville
Decarnber 18, 2018 at 1233 piv Reply

Peaply sarry for the offetisive and counter New Covenant Insult you have encountered. Tithing Is 4 men on
ren superimposed burden and an offense fully Atting Matthew 18:6. Cult Iike HBC abuses it on an Industrial
scale. How big is its and MacDonald's millstone?

-f¢ Loading...

5L
December 18, 2018 at 1123 pm

Reply
all | see in that picture are MEN, Where are the women? that in and of itself makes me wonder
2r Loading...
M Jfoemisek
Precember 18, 2018 at 154 pry Reply

HEBC is fully complementarizn and believes that anly men ean serve as paster or elder, | no longear baileve in
that theology but it's no sacret that HBC has held that belief since it started, This is a picture, | believe, of the
30-rman elder board.

i Loading...

hit:ffjuliecoys.com/harvest-elder-accuso s -chureh- g ders-deselt fuinass-manipulation-attempting-run-cultf Page 13 of 19
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Harvest Eltdat Accuses Cburch teaders of “Deceitfulnass and Manlpulation” and Attempting to "Run a Cult” | Julle Rays 12724118, 11:23 AM

Toi Mike
December 19, 218 3t 221 pm Reply
Wonder what? That's prohably one of the fow things that they got right. The clear teaching of Soripture is that

et are 1o be the elders {1 Timathy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9). They viclated just about alf of the other
requirements in thase verses by having James MacCronald as an elder/pastor.

-+ Loading...

i Patrick Beach
Decermbar 18, 2018 at 2:46 pm Reply

"

Over 20 years ago when | was bring the Family 1o RM there was a capital campalgn, | read about the sentor
pastor being first amang equals, | Inguired about the leadership, hoth chitrch activities and corporately. Whe
was listed as Officers of the church with the state of Hinois? James stated that was minor form filled out
yearly and filed, Back then | looked it up and only Jamas and Kathy wers iisted as Officers and Board
members. Gavernarice 101 tells me thig Is a problem. Betwsen that & other issues (rabld ant Cathollc rants
fram the putplt, evidence If temper in the hallways) we teft. § truly hoped many of the good men left behingd
witild bring governance Into the 215t cantury, The amaunt of § everyone is dealing with is phenarmenat. The
peaple do not have the knowledge, skills and abilitles to manage this. it happens all over the entreprenetral
founders have to ba hought out and transitioned out of organizations,

Wi Loading...

sjtscott

Decernbear 18, 2018 a1 7:20 pm Reply

Here's a thought:

The gospet of lesus Christ is [ree. Always has been and ahways will be,

Churches which altow pastors to: preach, praduce, package, purvey, and profit from sharing the gospel,
display an errant mindset, No pastor who preaches God's Ward, by a fllfing of the Spirit, to God's people and
the lost, should be enriched by the monetization of that message.

There are zero examples in scripture, on the contrary.

Belng compensated for communlcating is not to be confused with also capitallzing on the content.

e Losng..,

http:/fjulioroys comfharvast-eldaracouses -church-teadara-decsil fulness-manlpulation-at temptog-ron-cull/ Page 14 of 19




FILED DATE: 12/28/2018 S:20 Akt 2MBLO1:215

Harvast Eider Accusds Church Leadars of *Deceilfutness and Maniptlation” and Attempting lo "Run a Cul" [ Julle Roys

i
+ fallfeovic

Decernber 18, 2018 at 932 pm Reply

Artten and amen] James announced many years ago that he and Kathy did not wish to profit off the church,
He teld a story abinut how a church had refeased his father aftar vears and e wag left withoul an Income, He
asked us ko fook at each othey and agras that he should not have to depend on our church and the elders to
insure he was financially taken ¢are of when he was older (What about trustlng God | thaught) That was the
beginning.. e told us that he was going to have

“strearns of income” and ot everyone to agres thiz wag 4 gaod thing, What folke did not understand at the
time was that he was setting himself up with a number of salaries and (ncomes from the church,

Former HBC member
of 18 yrs

& i.qading..,

L Gurn Hoocho
December 19, 2018 at 7:13 pro Reply
{f you thirk that the Lord has not ardained that these whe preach the Gespel shauld live off that preaching

of the Gospel, you are Ribillcally ignorant, Thou shalf not muzzle the ox as he treads out the grain. Go read
Galatians 6 and the long section of 2 Corinthians on giving,

i Loading...

retchen Gallup
Decernier 18, 2018 at 8:58 pm Reply

Thank you again, Julie, for exposing the darkness ttke you did with Moody Bible fnstitute. We must alt
camtinue Lo pray for our sister in Chifst as she steps aut in the power of the Haly Spivit and the Truth of God's
Wartl, Pray for her protection ih every way and that the Light of the Gospel shines brightly tn the darkness
that I3 in ANY leadership In the Body of Christ as & whote, and HEC in partlediar, | couid enly tolerate 5 years
of hearing the anger from the putplt of the RM campus. its one thing to listen to and partieipate In lifiing up
the Lord Jesus Christ during the warship times, but another when somathing other than God's Word is lifted
up from the pulpit, § linally teft, without Joinlng, and found o place whers Jesus Cheist and the Word of God
are lifted up and preached..and no sign of pride or anger, except when they are sins to be dealt with
according to the Seripturas, Keep on your khees, Body of Christ, lest we too We swept up ihta the sing of
these we are praying for. Thank you again, my dear sister julle, for being lightin the darkness - espedially
during this season where the Son of Ged took on human flesh, His FIRST coming carme at pight. His SECOND
caming could be at any time.. ut ALL THE WORLO WILL SEE THAT COMING!I God bless you allt

“ Loading...

hitp:/fjutleroys.comfharvest-glier-accuses-church-teaders~deceitfylnoss-manipulation -attempting-run-cult/
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Marvest Elder Accuses Chureh Leaders of "Decolifulness ond Manipulation” and Attempting to "Run a Cult” | Julie Roys

Dan keller

2

Diecernber 18, 2018 at 247 pm Reply

JULIE ROYS that's right JULIE ROYS is schooling James McRanald and his gutiess puppet Elder board and
many of the pastors at Harvest how ta "ACT LIKE MEN "maybe she shiould be the key note spraker to the 3
men wha witl be at the palocza in 2019,

+ Loading, .,

¢ Trih
Drecember 18, 2018 at §:43 am Reply

Fhave heard of the Memphis Mafla, but obviously this is the Harvest Mafia, Anyone who gets In his way he
unleashes his wrath, 8t Interesting 2l these peopte who have left? Including the mast recent Chief offlicer
ter reslpn g Tew weeks apo. Why did he jump off the Titanic?

“ Loading..

H
5% anthony

Pecember 19, 2018 aL 10:19 am Rcmly

One of james favorite verse to guatbe is Gatatians &7 “Do not be decelved: God cannot be mocked, A mat
reaps what he sows", Me s trying to prove/disprove that verse,

e Loading...

v Sandra
Drecember 13, 2018 at 10:31 am Reply

A couple of things staod out to me fram Lhis articte, First, the faet that not one pastor had an issue M lived In
a multi-milllon $ mansian? If they did, maybe they were to scared to talk about it. However {f they really wece
akay with that, were they hoplng to follow |n [M's footsteps and get mansions of their own?

Second, I'm stunned that, according to these texts, JM would regularly berate restaurant servers, This was
something known and obsarved by ather pastors?

What a horrific witness for the Kingdom! Both inside and outside the church, it appears |M displayed
arrogance, truly betlieving he was better than anyone else, forgetting alt the “love one another's” sprinkled
throughout the NT.

hitpg/iulleroys.comiarvest-elder-sccuses-churcheleaders-teceitfulness -manipulation-atbempting -run-cukt/

12024008, 1123 AM
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Harvost Elder Avcuses Church Loaders of "Decalituiness and Manlputallon® and Attempting to “Run a Cult” [ Julle Roys 1248, 11020 AM

There is no doubt In my mind JM has disgualified himself from the pastorate forever, Lot the Lght continue
o shine on this wicked situation.
Thank you, juliel

#r Loading. ..

i

1 Charles Despeville
December 19, 2018 at 10:29 prm Reply

Ditte. HBC pasters and elders who bave no $sues that MacDonald ves In muotdmdiion dollar manslot., This
says it all a8 1o wihe are these people, this church and the times we live in.

s Londing. ..

deeplygrateful

December 19, 2018 at 1036 am Reply

Lk us be i prayer for this, God can change hearts. God ¢an rediract this, Confessian and repentance are
needed. 5¢.. complately and utterly tragle...

e Loading...

i

g yoursnfesus

December 20, 2015 at 7:40 pm Repiy
Much ta digest, but | fully agree with deeplygrateful, We shoutd all pray for healing. We are all sinnars and

not worthy of casting stones. Blessed are those who are poor [n spirit, May we all keep nur-eyes upon JESUS,
hot on Laking sides ar tearing others down.

- Laading...

i 5! Giyn Boocho
December 19, 2018 at 7:18 pm Reply

Far $64,000 give me a varse that says any of these 5 things:

hitp:/fjulieroys.comfhurvesi-elder-zocusesschurchatenders-deceitfulness- maniptis tion-atlemgpting-run-cult/ Page 17 ot 19
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Harvest Elder Accuses Chureh Leaders of “Deccltfulness and Maripulation” snd Attempting to "Run n Gult™ { Juilo Roys

1} "sentor pastor” (aslde from reference Lo the Lord Jesus),

£} "assoclate pastor as an {nfertor grade of pastor,

3} Different grades of human pastors,

4) averse ather than in Eph 4 ap "pastors & teachers” where the word pastor occurs In the NT aside from a)
flterat sheap care giver, b the Lord Jesus,

5) a verse ordering Chutch members to tithe,

- Loading,.,

o0 faltirevic

Decernber 20, 2018 at 11115 pm Reply
Hecomrendation fram Minlstry Watch re: HBC donors
https:ffwww.ministrpwatch.comanmicles/maedomald 3. php?

fhehid=lwARZuwn 208 TRathBUIGR 1 LM HASRVIQZART T pavVDnGazsHepTIOVIXK

-+ Loading...

i % Laurle Higpins
December 27, 2048 at 12:05 pm Reply

“ know not one pastor who cares that James lives in a $4-35 million™ doflar house.” Serlousiy?l How |s THAT
not a proplem?

W Loading...

iLeave a Reply
1 Erdar youy comment hers...

'

hitpifjulberoys.comfhatvest-aldor-accusos«church-leaders-decsitfulnoss ~manipukation-sttompting-run-cuft/

127248, 41123 AM
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Hatvest Blder Accuses Church Leaders of "Deceitfulness and Manipulation® and Attempting to "Run s Gult® | Julle Roys THRANS, 1123 AM

To Top

BECENT TWEETS RECEMT COMMENTS FOLLOW JULiE BECENT POISTS

Find out enorg on Fycabook

+ julie Roys O Son of Fermer + S0pn of Farmer MBI President

MB| president joe Stowell o Joe Stoweil Speaks of Toxic”
Foliow e or Twitker

i

FILED DATE: 12/28/2218 9:20 AM  2HBLO1121%

Speaks of "Toxic,” “Unhaly,”
anct "Bangerous” Culture at

Harvast

+ Maze ON 5an of Former MAt
Fresldent foo Stowsl! Spualke
of "Taxic,” "Unhaly,” and
*Dangerous” Culture at

Harvest

+ Pete ON 3on of Former MBI
President joe Stowell Speaks
of “Foxle,” "Unhaly,” and
“Danperous” Culture at

Harvest

+ Chartes Daspeville 4N Son
of Former MBI President joe
stowel Speaks of "Toxie,
“Linholy," and "Dangerous”

CLltire at Harvest

+ grasmuse ON San of Former
MBI President Joe Stowell
Speaks of “Toaie! "Unholy,*
and "Dangerous” Cufture at

Harvest £:20718 [ulie Roys,

http:fiiulicroys.com/harvest-elder-accusas-church-leaders- deceltfuiness -manipulation -attempting-run-cult/
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Culivre at Harvest
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Randdy Williams (HBE Eidpr & Former Chalrman of tha Board} calle HBC a Cutt | The Elaphant's Dabt

The Elephant's Debt

From Exodus to Jubilee

Randy Williams (HBC Elder & Former Chairman of the Board) calls HBC a Cult

Frastort ey Jarnbny i S

Early this morning, co-defendant and journalist Julie Roys published a new article

update |[ERIGLCE HMM&MM@MM&M
empting to Run a Cult”

A Thearmkr 3t

Shave this:

: Lo G ” :;E Taarisy }’ W Vb !E Bl P b 4 S Fraad AT P ‘u |
Sul
e KRR
3 Biogoars ke s,
Related
A "Deer In Headlights” or A Divided Former Elder and Staff Member And the Numaber Shatl Be Five
Board? Subits His Resignation Leuer for
In "Marvest Bible Chapel” Publication

Irt "Eldec Resignations”

v ot wad Pt o S Cranarisgiei Cotoiios By Chnoed. Pl 330 Pedloeslda, Jagtuen Mt b e iogeap . Banehy
Mo hgea Beeheaack e ey iy,

4 Responses to Randy Williams (HBC Elder & Former Chairman of the Board) calls HBC a Cult

Linda says:

(AR R AR T IR PR § g

What? No update on this post? No willingness to give airtime to Randy Williams' December 21 statement in
response to Julie Roys' post? Could it be that you may not be interested in publicizing facts that contradict
your own desired narrative? I really have wanted to believe the best about your motives in curating this site,
hat [ am not yet persuaded that they are as honorable as you would want people to believe. Praying for us
all, who will give an account to the only One who rightly judges each ones’ heart. { genuinely wish God's

best for you.

Ty

Former 12 Year Member and Leader says:

hitps://ihesle phantsdebt.com/2018/12118frandy-willlams -hbo-elder-former-chairman«of-the-board-cafls -nbe-a-culty Page 1af b
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Randy Wiillams (HBC Eldar & £ormer Chalyman of the Board) eails HBC a Cult | The Blephant's Dot TRF241E8, 1133 AM
Ppre cafaer [ 00 00 3 30 1y
Current Harvest Bible Chapel Elders,

The situation is quickly escalating out of control. Before James can direct the narrative and spin the “attacks”
against him and his church, the elder board needs to act quickly and decisively to gain control and protect
the chuych and its members from further damage. While James is away, the elder board needs 1o vote
unanimously and announce the following changes:

—~ Civen the character issues recently hrought to light through World Magazine and the eurrent litigation,
based on Titus 1:5-9, James $. MacDonald is immediately relieved of all duties and obligations to Harvest
Bible Chapel and is removed from the Elder Board and from access to the Harvest pulpit and systems

- Dissolve the Executive Elder Cotnmitter effective immmediately

— Ask for the resignations of any and all elders that are found to be complicit in James’ unbiblical leadership,
character, and treatment of subordinates

~ Terminate the employment of any family members of James 5. MacDonald currently working for Harvest
Bible Chapel and any of its affiliates, including but not limited to: Luke MacDonald, Landon MacDaonald,
Abigail MacDonald, and Kathy MacDonald

~ Terminate the ernployment of ariy and all pastors and leaders that executed James' unbiblical and
unethical treatment of mernbers and fellow lcadess, including but not limited to: Rick Donald, Jeff
Donaldson, and athers

- Remove Harvest Bible Chapel from any and all lawsuits currently in process

— Announce the immediate search for a new high-quality Senior Pastor, with an emphasis on character and
Bible-teaching gifts

- Invite any former elders, pastors, leaders, and members to return to help the transition process in a Godly,
Biblical, and hurnble manner

- Announce that the current multi-site siructure will be re-evaluated once the new leadership and elder
board is in place

~ Announce that the curvent constivution will be completely rewritten in line with a Biblical distribution of
autherity and which supports the future structure of the church

~ Broadcast these changes to the congregation through an Elder Update, Press Release, and e-mail blast

— Ensure all future cormnunication with membership and the press is devoid of spin, wordsmithing,
dishonesty, and protection of leaders

- Release all ex-leaders and pastors from any existing anti-compete and non-disclosure agreements

James will certainly sue to be re-instated, but with him no longer controlling the narrative with the
congregation, he will be without his most important asset, contred of the conversation. He would also need
to be made aware that any lawsuit would result in the public release of all financial records previously under
-ontrol of the XLT, including Salary, Bonus, and Benefits for all MacDonald family members, LLC
ownership that resulted in financial conflicts of interest, and any shifts of funds between Harvest Bible
Chapel entities. The potential impact on James’ future ministry opportunities should limit any Htigation
options,

Although this would be an extremely difficult time for the church, it would protect the current congregation
frorm future harm and ensure the Bride of Christ is led in a Biblical, humble, and God-honoring manner.
Any loss of membership as a result of James” departure would likely be offset by the many wounded and
disillusioned that return with optimism, hoping for integrity and humility to return to the church they
loved, May His Peace be over the entire process.
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Amor? says:
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Thoughtful plan! However, from reading a recent article, it states as follows.....

“The Bylaws make the 51, Pastor a mernber of The Executive Committee. The Bylaws provide for
removal of the Sr. Pastor only by unanimous consent of The Executive Committee.(..)" It sounds as
though James would have to fire himself and that probably would not happen.

'The congregation of 12k+ is at stake and I'm grieved as to where to go from here. Your ideas are well
thought out and you may consider sharing on Julie Roy's Facebook where discussions are going on.

Blessings on your efforts to protect the “church’”.

Hunin

Eric Miller says:

Chovnee BLORGHY 4 De e

I have read this site for some time, having come across it as a result of originally following, listening to, and
reading James McDonald’s sermons and books,

When the controversy arose during the involvement of 'F.D. Jakes in the Elephant’s Room 2 event, | sent an
email to HBC as one who was concerned about the theological confusion and harm that might come from
the seeming validation of his doctrinal positions. To the credit of HBC, I received a phone call from one of
the pastors (He is no longer there but I believe his first name was something like Lyle, Lionel or Lowell -~ my
apologies to him for not remembering). I expressed some concerns and we had a very amicable
conversation Unfortunately, in my opinion, within a few days after our conversation James McDonald
seemed to bring ‘race’ inte the dialogue in regard to the Elephant Room 2. [ texted or ernailed that same
Pastor as to the intensity of my disappointment and how inappropriate and, perhaps even unnecessarily
inflarnmatory, such an effort appeared to be. He responded - graciously, albeit a bit defensively ~ and that
was the end of our contact, as it wasn't long after that that he, too, left HBC,

Fifteen years ago 1 felt led to leave my job and to enter full-time vocational ministry. { have been a
Senior/Lead Pastor since that time, and the Lord has continued to bless myself and our church family
beyond what we deserve. [ have no regrets in making this transition and am grateful that the Lord leis me
be involved in His Kingdom in this way, in spite of my own brokenness. That said:

1. Having now served in this vole for this length of time, I have concluded that God gave a biblical model of
church governance that inveolved a plurality for a reason. No one man has the capacity, the call, or the
wisdorn to have excessive executive authority, [ have heard time and again that 'a bigger church has to use a
different mode), hence things like executive teams made up of individuals who den’t even attend the
church, or ‘elders within the eldership’ who make up an ultimate decision-making group, often where the
Pastor has a clearly disproportionate say and/or authority in matters. HBC's seeming lack of wust in God's
ways has not only appeared to reek havoc on their own church family and their staff but is also casting a
shadow on all of us seeking to preach the Gospel of Jesus as the information like that in the text streams in
this biog post, and the recent article in World becomes public.
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2. The need for 'non-disclosure’ and 'no-compete’ clauses in the very Body of Christ in my opinion isa
dlisgrace. How is it that we have come to 2 place that we let competition and silence be guiding factors in
witat is to be a Gospel-driven community (the church) that is all about proclamation and the spread of God's
Word? Isn't any positive impact we've had for the Gospel and the Kingdom from God anyway - what is it
we're ‘protecting’ by such things? Surely not Him.

4. I have watched individuals leave our church family at times for reasons that I did not agree were real or
Justifiable, in regard to how we were painted as a staff or leadership. 1 have no doubt HBC has had the same.
That said, both individuals who have been involved in their leadership and staff seem to point to the
presence a culture that is incredibly broken, unpredictable and ~ in some ways - vile. Perhaps it is time for
everyone to just get on their knees, repent of the wrong that has been done and - literally - to start again
with a new leadership model where the Pastor is one of several Elders with equal authority, If not, it appears
they're on their way to letting their pride destray them as was done at Mars Hill ~ where a Pastor appeared
to blatantly ignore the authority that he was under, imploded a church body {as well as, it appeared, the
willingness of some to ever put their faith in Jesus), and ran off and planted a new church appearing to tey to
hide / ignore what had just happened.

4. Years ago, while holding an elective office, I was part of a small group that ended up ‘rocking the boat’ and
making some very unpopular — and personally costly - public decisions as a result of uncovering same
behaviors, financial arrangements and lack of accountability that was just wrong. The ‘easy’ thing to do
would have been to just let it go, move on and to not face the assured broken relationships and 'new normal’
that were going to come about due to acting. But, after a lot of prayer and sleepless nights it was clear that
acting was the right thing to do.

Although I write this from a distance - Pennsylvania - due Lo the fact that I feel it impossible for HBC to
claim anymore that these are ‘in-house’ events for ‘in-house’ folks only to speak into, due to their own
efforts to be a ‘brand’ and 16 influence churches throughout the nation and the world, I do acknowledge
that, ultimately, these events will need to be resolved by the HBC community. However, the fact that some
folks in the HBC body found sore information that they felt was wrong, sought o have questions
answered, and ultimately started this site when answers appeared to be not-existent, misleading or avoided
does not make them wrong for taking action.

I clearly don't know if all that has been shared here is 100% accurate — and it is unfortunate if it isn't, But
these folks didn't just write a few personal opinions; they published a wealth of seemingly very
disconcerting information. And, it is information that appears to have stood the test of time, rebuttal and
that has led to additional information that appears to be concerning.

I don't know where this goes next for all of you, but I de know that the more that is revealed, the worse it -
appears to look; not just for HBC but for all of us seeking to stand for and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus, if
from nothing more than ‘guilt by association’ in the general public's eyves due to being Christians.

I write this a5 a follower of Jesus who struggles with my own sinful nature, pride, and past leadership
decisions I wish I conld go back and make differenty - animmperfect person saved by grace through Jesus.
Might we all constantly remember that's all we are regardless of ‘worldly metrics’ of ‘success! My fear is
we're going to do nothing but add to the deconstruction of a Christian worldview in America if we don't.

Blessings, Eric

Berpdy
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Fram Exodus to Jubilee

Litigation Update: Julie Roys Requests 28 Sets of Documents from MacDonald
and HBC

Psieck on brevepain

i

On 14 November 2018, counsel for defcndam]uhc Roys submitted a document

entitled: "Requests i

! o Plaintiffs,” (1] This request contains an
itemized list of documems Ms Roys requires, helpfully categorized into 28
separate groupings. So, for instance, in her first request Julie Roys is requesting
“Tames and Kathy MacDonald’s state and federal tax returns for the years 1995
through 2018 Per the instructions of the document, James Sherwood MacDonald and Harvest
Rible Chapel have 28 days in which to respond in some fashion or another,

Pur simply, this is a standard opening request in the discovery process of a lawsuit. Aslongasa
lawsuit exists, the defendants are afforded the legal right to request all relevant information from
the plaintiffs that could affect their ability to defend themselves in the court of law, Thus, what
we are posting here is julie Roys’ legal request for James Sherwood MacDonald and Harvest
Rible Chapel to produce material evidence under their control which is necessary, in part, for
her defense in this case.

[1] This document is produced during the course of litigation and is legally allowed to be
published. To the best of our knowledge, any member of the public could request this
information from the court file. As such, this is one of many such documents that we will be
publishing to keep our donors apprised of the legal situation,

~”
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