
Potential questions for Benjamin Brand Chair of the Division of History, Theory, and 
Ethnomusicology

1) Can you tell us a little history about the journal—when was it founded, how was it 
founded, what is its relationship to the center for Schenkerian Studies, and it relationship 
to the academic division? In your position do you have any supervisory role?

2) Is the Center and the Journal funded by the Division? Are personnel and production costs 
part of the Division’s budget?

3) What about the Center? What role does it play in overseeing the journal? What is the 
managerial structure of the journal? Who is the current editor? And what roles do 
Professors Jackson and Slotow play in the running of the journal?

4) Professor Ben Graf reported to us that he discussed his resignation with you prior to the 
publication of Issue 12. We would like to ask you about this, and if you would share with 
us why Professor Graf wanted to resign? Did he offer his resignation to you?

5) Apparently we are told the Assistant Editor has also resigned. Can you shed some light 
on that situation and why the Assistant Editor resigned as well?

6) How would you evaluate the current operations of the journal?
7) We would like thank you for your candor in responding to our question, and would ask if 

you would like to make any closing remarks before we adjourn for today.

Potential Questions for Ron Chrisman and Karen DeVinney UNT Press

1) Can you tell us a little history about the journal—when was it founded, how was it 
founded, what is its relationship to the center for Schenkerian Studies, and it relationship 
to the University Press? 

2) Can you describe the journal production process. What role does the press play in 
producing the journal

3) Is funding provided to the journal by the UNT Press?  And does UNT Press have any 
supervisory role with regard to editorial practices

4) Is the university press part of the Committee on Publication Ethics? And to your 
knowledge the Journal of Schenkerian Studies follow these guidelines?

5) How would evaluate the current operations of the journal?
6) We would like thank you for your candor in responding to our question, and would ask if 

you would like to make any closing remarks before we adjourn for today.
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Note from Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)—although UNT Press may not be 
part of COPE, they should abide by these standards, especially these two—the first 
relates to “anonymous” authorship and the second deals with editors publishing in their 
own journals (the full document is attached)

“Journals should adopt and promote an authorship policy that is appropriate 
to the field of research. Your procedures should encourage appropriate 
authorship attribution and discourage guest and ghost authorships. These will 
vary from journal to journal but might include:
• Requiring statements of each individual’s contribution to the research and 
publication 
• Use of checklists to prevent ghost authorship See PLos: 
https://bit.ly/2uL8HUx
• Requiring all authors to sign an authorship declaration• Including all authors 
in communications (eg, acknowledging receipt of a submission), not just the 
corresponding author
• Clearly specifying authorship criteria in the Instructions to Authors”

9. Can editors publish in their own journal? While you should not be denied the ability to 
publish in your own journal, you must take extra precautions not to exploit your position 
or to create an impression of impropriety. Your journal must have a procedure for 
handling submissions from editors or members of the editorial board that will ensure that 
the peer review is handled independently of the author/editor. We also recommend that 
you describe the process in a commentary or similar note once the paper is published, 
see: (https://bit.ly/2OGsPk3).
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